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Reverend Door  S———. 
Rn RP, ooo 


_ then, fitter than you, who ſtand at'pre- 
ſent ſo highly diſtinguiſhed, as to be the Theme 
of all Polite Diſcourſe. To Fame, Sir, you 


aſpire, and this Dedication may pave the Way, 


From 'this Conſideration, I flatter myſelf, 
you will afford me Pardon, elfe I had no more 
dared to offer it you, than a learned Curate durſt 


pretend to a Benefice with no better -Pretence * 


than Merit to recommend him, 


| A Pot like this, ſhould be inſcribed to 
| ſome Clergyman of Note ; and who, 


Bad 
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© Bad. Verſes Ye ou haye rec 


mine ? *Tis true, I x no Title, nor have 
been your Pupil : However, as my Lines are 
well meant, and as:I (have teſtified a profound 
Reſpect for your Order, permit me to ſay, 
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1 TART not, ye Sons of Crape — nor think I mean 
To vent, in ſurly Rhimes, an'impious Spleen : "WM 
Think not againſt your Order I intend 

The utmoſt Malice of my Mule to bend ; 

Or of the C—y, that I none ſhall ſpare, 

As hating Parſons for the Gowns they wear: _ 

With no ſuch View —— does this Advice come forth; 

I own, that ſome of ye have Parts and Worth ; 

| But O how few ! compar'd with thoſe who ſhame 

That my Function whence they Rev rence claim ; 


W ---- De | Whoſe 


1 Fe, 
Whoſe Pride and Avarice that > ks ſtain 
For fuch «Bia rules o'er all Mankind, PDA E 
| That PraQtice, more than Precept, ſill they mind. 
Small Force have well-choſe Words and Phraſes quaint, | 
Whene'er they know the DoQor is no Saint ; 
Heedleſs of all he lays --- and prone to Evil, 
They follow — as he leads them — to the —— 
What loud Complaints but R— P—s make, 
'That impious Libels true Religion ſhake ; 
_ That Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Free-thtakers rity 
By bolll Attacks, and Virulence of Stile, : 
EC orrupt the Omvaty, and deſtroy the Seed, 
Which pious Paſtors had devoutly ſpread. 
Look in thoſe Books —— no Argument you'll ſee 
From whence the Golpel. can endanger'd be ; 
But what is founded on the C-—y's Guilt, 
The Gold they've gather'd, and the Blood they've ſpilt. 
Their wild Attempts to purchaſe Power and Place ; 
+ Þ Their Pride abundant, -and thexr Want 'of Grace. 
; | Now, tho' 'tis own'd the Inference be wrong, 
E:- That all theſe Vices to the Cloth belong, 
| Becaule Examples AUMErOus do us teach, | 
| That Do@ors Live not always as they Preach ; 
Wo FP Yet. 
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Yet ſtill it ſeems a cogent Proof of this, 
The Goſpel ſuffers when Prieſts do amiſs : 


And would ye, therefore, ſtill the impending Storm,, 
Rail not at others —— but yourſelves reform. 
Mark well the Genius of the' Chriſtian Law, 
Formed to! Invite — and-nt to Rule with Awe. 
Its blefled Founder reafon'd with Mankind, 
And Truth his Hearers to his'Words inclin'd : 
They ſaw no Pride, 'no' narrow; ſelfiſh End; | | 
To which the Precepts 'which- he taught might tend : - 
All was ſo plain, fo full of Peace and mw g 
| So form'd a rational "Belief t6 move,” | Boing Ae pot 
That thence, againſt [the "Force" of "7" and Power, oy 

Men own'd its Influence, afid did CnRIST adore. | 
In the ſame Path' did his Apoſtles tread : 
And by their Lives the Goſpel DoBtrinss ra. MEE 
To theſe the firſt Apologilts appeal}, + nc el Hal , 
Ah ! had their Succeffors but Iiv'd as well, oY ct G28 v7 
We'd had of Creeds-anfl Rules of Faith but few, | 
Nor Hereſies, nor -Inquifitions knew ; © Rs 
For real Faith — doth Piety i hinge; +1920 INE 
' Turns not the Head, but regulates the Heart. 

Compare with theſe, the Lives of Prieſts ſince then, ; 

You'll ſcarcely know the _ Faith again ; 
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So 


LF, 
$0 torn, ſo rent, ſo. patched, .and ſo diſguiſed, 
As if alone for Intereſt 'deviſed, - 

To raiſe,the Prieſthood to a boundleſs Sway, 
And force dejected Laymen to Obey. js 
Thro' ev'ry Age, fince Perſecution ceas'd,. 
The Power -has ſtretched of th' butts Prieſt; "Bar 
And as it ſtretched, has' true; Religion fled, 
Wild Superſtition. reigning/in her Stead, 


In Days of Vigre, when papal Pride rul'd here,” et v=dT 


How odly. dud : the: ſacred Rites' appear ®8 | 
In murdered Latin, and with hollow Tong,':.;; « 

The Father muttered Words to him unknown, «© | 
The gazing Croud,. with an. habitual Dread, 


Breathed forth their Prayers, and ſigh'd at all he fad ; 


Yet had one honeſt Man, of commgn Sip | 


To uſe it in. Religion, made j Pretence'; 
Had he :nfiſted, that the Goſpel Rulle + 


Was, in its Words, .and in its Matter, fall 

A Guide ſufficient, which ought ſtill to'be,. 

In Mother Tongue to ey'ry. Chriſtian free; : - 
Scon had he felt, for this his. pious Crime, - 
The zealous Madneſs of that purblind Time. 


His Faxth exciting Ecclefiaſtick rey); 55: 
And Low DON'S Ew doom'd him to the Fi 
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As quickly by this 'Means' the Thing is done, DOA 
No Wonder Prieſts are to this Teſt fo pron: Le: 
From Reaſon, Argument, and Learning free, 
They on this ſingle Standard” all agree : og py ne ater 2 
Flame purges all Things, as theſe Doors hold, oh 
Who try Religion, as they try their Gold: ts 
When Heathen Monarchsiheld imperial Sway, | 
They, by this Method; forc'd Meri to obey : g99 
The Emp'ror's Faith gave Law, and Cheiſtians then, 
Who would not meanly condeſcend tv forge 2 
Belief in Idols << were expoſed | to' feel - 
The utmoſt Rage of Fii ite, ' of Beaſts, 'of Steel : 
A thouſand Tortures oh this Score were he” 
To try if what they call'd their'F aith were found. 
Papiſts of this moſt. hideous' PiQtures' draw; | 
And loudly. danin "fo viralent” a Law; 
Yet daily PraQtice, ir effe, the "eq 
And call it honouting: God's Holy Name. 
As a fit Recompence for - pious Care, 


Expos d to this our firſt Reformers : were ; £5710 2A 
' And therefore they, by ſtrenuous Reafning {trove 
| Such Antichriſtian. Do&tines to diſprove ; 
And as Lay Zeal for God's pure Word grew high, - 
The Prieſtly Phantoms were conſtrain” dtofly; . 
; C Smithfield 
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For wide Dominion over. Souls to, preachy 


Smithfield and Tyburn ' interpos 'd no: ndore.. 


To offer Cyr1sT, like MoLocx, human Gore. 


Each as his Conſcience lead, his F aith received, 
And as at firſt the GO8PEL. was / believed ; 
Unmix'd with pious Frauds, to hamper F "fy 


Nor cumber'd with Tradition' s needleſs Rules. 


But from thoſe Days, . "till now, each Bigot P RIEST. 
Has till been. ready the O1.9 CAUSE! © _: : 


And Non-Reſiſtance to themſelves to, +" 


S tbthorp and Mamuarring,; for thus. retain'd, - 


When Laud. with Papal:/Power. o er; Bretasn wiga'd, 
Boldly declar'd, the Secret of the Gown, . '* ! 
Towards Priefts, and Kings, ' Submiffion ſhould he ſhown, 
Without Reſtraint —- for they, by Right Divine, 

May govern Lay-men,, as Clowns, govern Swine ;' ;! 

On coarſeſt Fare make the. dull Brutes bil, 

To be a__— of as 'their,, Owners ; liſt; 


Who « o'er theſe wretched Beats hold eG Smay 


Sachev' 'ell, err dn of the Trade, 


Have the fame Parts © on later, Stages play'd: 


And as the Mob are ever led by Noiſe, 
This wretched Stuff has had the publick. —0R 


ay. 


LA ] 

To vouch its Merit =. as if Men were prone 
To {toop to Burthens which they once have thrown : 
For thoſe who greateſt Zeal for Church-men's Power © 
Have ſhewn — ſtill wiſh the true Religion lower : 
By Forms and outward Shew they would deceive, | 
And ſhrink Religion to this Word — Believe. 
No matter what you practice, what you know, 
If to the Caur cn's Sentiments you bow ; - 
Warm to her C—y, to her B— true, : 
| She'll warrant H=—n — and that's enough for you. 

Or if inclined to- doubt of ſacred Laws, 
You, wall, however, {ill maintain her Cauſe ; 
On you may doubt — nay, m plain Terms, reveal 
Your freeſt Thoughts — and not her Anger feel : 
The boldeſt Writings 'gainſt the Chriſtian Scheme, 
Tho' by the C——y damn'd, have come from them. 
Of Moſes Books did not their B—t fay, | 
They were but Fables in the Eaſtern Way : 
Y/oolſton has ſet C—t's Miracles at naught, 
And M--dd---n againft the Faith has fought : 
Tranſlating Creech we on this Head might quote, 
And him who for POLYGAMY has wrote ; 
But that *twere needleſs to convince the Town 
| Of what Experience long ago ——= has ſhown : 
Nay, 


Nay, he -who piouſly ſhall lay aide - LAST 096Y, 4 
8 The Gown' s Prerogative, a ſaucy Pride,-. 

| 2 And in, an; humble. Chriſtian Stile docks, 

i 7 The Precepts which ſhould moſt employ. our Car | 

| Shall be with endleſs Rancour ſtill purlu'd,” 

i 8 Tho! in his Life Unblemiſh'd, Wiſe, 'and Good ; 

| While whoſoe'er the-Prieſthood's Sway upholds, 

| Tho' he the Grondf's Nakedneſ unfolds, 

Shall be acknowledg'd. by. each bigot Cur 

A Pr-—e. of diftinguiſh'd CharaGter. 

Let one "Example make this Do&rine clear, 

| Who praiſes H—y, or who likes not — ? 
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